
 

Seasons Greetings from the Staff of the 

Housing Authority of the City of  

New Bern 

Acting Executive Director:  Mr. Martin Blaney 

 

December 2014 

Craven County 

Schools Will  

Be Closed  

from 

December 22 , 2014 

-January 5, 2015 

 

Tips for the kids 

during the holiday 

season: 

*Play Board Games 

*Read Books 

*Bake Goodies 

*Visit Family/Friends 

 

Office Closed  

1/2 Day Dec. 24th 

All Day Dec. 25th and 26th 

And  

January 1, 2015 

“Seasons Greetings to One and to All” 

Budgeting During the Holidays 

1. Make a list of people you need to buy 

gifts for and create a budget. 

2. Try and make personalized gifts. 

3. Buy gifts online; there are often better 

discounts and more competitive prices. 

4. Collect coupons from newspapers or 

those sent to you in the mail. Use them 

on sale items and get beautiful gifts at a 

great discount. 

5. Decide with family or close friends on a 

dollar limit for gifts to be ex-

changed within a group. 

As the year ends, we think about all we are grate-

ful for. Our relationship with you is one thing we 

treasure. Thank you for the opportunity to serve 

you. We wish you a Happy Holiday and much suc-

cess in the New Year. 

        Holiday Quotations 

The best and most beautiful things in the 

world cannot be seen or even touched. They must be felt with the 

heart. Wishing you happiness. H. Keller 

I wish we could put up some of the holiday spirit in jars and 

open a jar of it every month.  Harlan Miller  

Blessed is the season which engages the whole world in a con-

spiracy of love. Hamilton Wright Mable 

Celebrate the happiness that friends are always giving, make 

every day a holiday and celebrate just living! Amanda Bradley 

Love the giver more than the gift.  Brigham Young 

Every piece of the universe, even the tiniest little snow crystal, 

matters somehow. I have a place in the pattern, and so do you. 

Thinking of you this holiday season!  T.A. Barron  

Sharing the holiday with other people, and feeling that you're 

giving of yourself, gets you past all the commercialism. Caroline 

Kennedy 

To many people holidays are not voyages of discovery, but a rit-

ual of reassurance.   Philip Andrew Adams 

 

What gift can I give today that would enrich 

another person in a wonderful, meaningful 

way?  “Every gift, though it be small, is in 

reality, great if given with affection.”  

 



Visit us on line @ www.newbernha.com /www.facebook.com/new-bern-housing-authority 

We are now conducting Annual Reexamina-

tions.  It is important that you attend your 

scheduled appointment so that you will be 

in compliance with your Lease. 

The Rent Choice Certification Form is the form we 

use for you to choose a flat rent or income based 

rent. If you have already completed your re-

examination for 2014, please come by your man-

agement office to sign the Rent Choice Certifica-

tion Form.   

The Housing Urban Development 

(HUD) requires every ‘non-exempt’ 

adult resident that is 18 years or 

older who lives in public housing to perform (8) hours 

of community service each month. 

If you are NOT a senior citizen (63 years or older),  

NOT disabled, NOT working,  NOT going to school, or 

NOT participating in a self-sufficiency program you 

are required to fulfill the community service mandate.  

(Failure to comply could lead to non-renewal of your 

Lease). 

Board of Commissioners 

New Bern Housing Authority’s eleven member 

Board of Commissioners meets monthly to set 

policy governing the agency.   Board meetings 

are open to the public.  Our holiday schedule 

is: December 15-Cancelled 

December 29-Special Budget Meeting 

January 5, 2015-Regular Meeting 

February 16, 2015-Regular Meeting 

 

 

Resident Council Meetings December 

2014 

Trent Court       President:  Cheryl Reed 

 December 1, 2014               6:00 pm                                                                                                         

Craven Terrace       President:  Sherri Midgett 

December  19, 2014  6:00 pm                  

New Bern Towers        President:  Molichia Hardy 

December  19, 2014  4:00 pm 

An unheard voice does not make a difference 

come out and voice your concerns! 

Lockout Policy 

The maintenance mechanics have a list of head of house-

hold tenants who are living at the NBHA.  No one will be let into 

an apartment unless they are on the list.  This list will eliminate 

any problems with letting unauthorized persons into an apart-

ment. 

Gregory Pest Control Schedule 

All apartments in Craven Terrace and Trent Court will be 

exterminated during the week of December 12th thru 23rd.  

Please remove all items from cabinets.  Bait and spray will be 

used. 

21st Century Community Learning Center 

(CCLC) After School for Youth 

21st CCLC ASY is a brand new after school 

program designed to help our community’s youth 

reach their full academic potential. They will help  

students in grades 3—8 improve academic per-

formance and build student confidence. Classes 

are held at several locations including Craven 

Terrace. For more information contact:  252-638-

6542. 



Rental Assistance Demonstration 

(RAD) 

The Rental Assistance Demonstration al-

lows proven financing tools to be applied 

to public and assisted housing.  RAD is a 

central part of HUD’s rental housing pres-

ervation strategy, which works to pre-

serve the nation’s stock of affordable 

housing, promotes efficiency within and 

among HUD programs, and builds strong 

stable communities. 

 

“Our goal is to provide new or rehabilitated hous-

ing for public housing residents through participa-

tion in the Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) 

Program.”    

RENTERS INSURANCE 

We encourage you to get renter’s insurance 

if you don’t already have it.  We have prop-

erty insurance for our buildings and equip-

ment, but if there is damage because of wa-

ter leaks, fire, etc., it is your responsibility to 

have insurance to cover your losses. 

PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY DIRECTOR 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM (PHADA) 

GEAR UP for college with this scholarship op-

portunity.  Come by the Trent Court or Cra-

ven Terrace Office any day after school and pick up 

your 2015 Scholarship Application.  The scholarship is 

for high school seniors living in public or assisted 

housing.  Applications are due to PHADA  on January 

31, 2015. 

Three scholarships will be awarded 

29th Annual        Freedom & Civil Rights   HD Supply 

Stephen J. Bollinger     Scholarship  Scholarship 

Memorial Scholarship     $5000     $5000 

$7000 

 

  

 

Mentally Strong People:  The 13 Things They Avoid 

*Waste Time Feeling Sorry for Themselves-They understand they are in control of their emotions. 

*Give Away Their Power-Mentally strong people avoid giving others the power to make them feel inferior. 

*Shy Away From Change-Their biggest fear, if any, is not of the unknown but of becoming complacent. 

*Waste Energy on Things They Can’t Control-They do not complain about weather, traffic or lost luggage. 

*Worry About Pleasing Others-Strive to be kind and fair to please others where appropriate but speaks up. 

*Fear Taking Calculated Risks-Willing to take calculated risk. 

*Dwell on the Past-They invest the majority of their energy in creating an optimal present and future. 

*Make the Same Mistakes Twice-They accept responsibility for past behavior and are willing to learn from them. 

*Give Up After Failure-They look at every failure as a chance to improve. 

*Fear Alone Time-They enjoy and treasure the time they spend alone. 

*Feel the World Owes Them Anything-They enter the world prepared to work and succeed on their own merits. 

*Expect Immediate Results-In it for the long haul and understand genuine changes take time. 

*Resent Other People’s Success-They do not become jealous or resentful when other’s succeed. 



Communities Connecting Together 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

Education:   

Craven Community College:  252-638-4131 

Craven County Public Library: 252-638-7800 

Employment: 

Eastern Carolina Workforce:   252-636-6901 

Employment Security Commission: 252-514-4727 

Mental Health Services: 

PORT Mental Health:  252-672-8742 

Promise Place:   252-636-3381 

Parks & Recreation: 

Craven County Recreation & Parks: 252-636-6606 

Pembroke Community Center:  252-514-0124 

Senior Citizens Centers/Resources: 

Silver care:  1-800-677-6223 

Eldercare:   1-800-677-1116 

Transportation:  

CARTS:  252-636-4917 

Social Services Department: 

252-636-4900 

Hotline/Crisis Lines 

Domestic Violence:  1-800-799-SAFE(7233) 

Crisis Line:  252-636-5995 

Coastal Women’s Shelter:  252-638-4509 

Religious Community Services:  252-633-2767 

Salvation Army:   252-637-2277 

(Important Numbers) 

Trent Court Office-252-633-0800 

Craven Terrace Office-252-633-0540 

New Bern Towers-252-638-3663 

NBHA Emergency Maintenance -252-727-1247 

New Bern Police-252-633-2020 (911) 

Online Contact Information 

(Choice Neighborhoods Initiative) CNI 

Mickey Miller mmiller@newbernha.com 

252-633-0800 ext. 30  www.choicenewbern.com 

Website…www.newbernha.com  

www.facebook.com/new-bern-housing-authority 

 

 

 

Do you have good news or information you 

would like to share with your neighbors? Is 

there someone you’d like to brag on pub-

licly? Someone you would like to thank? A 

favorite recipe you would like to share? A 

great photo everyone should see?  

 

Community Connection is YOUR newslet-

ter, and we want to publish YOUR content. 

Please drop off your submissions to Trent 

Court or Craven Terrace Office.   

 

Community Connection welcomes all sub-

missions that are positive, uplifting, and of 

interest to the Housing Authority commu-

nity at large. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We would like to congratulate the Resident Council Presidents 

for becoming certified  in Capacity Building for Resident 

Services and Resident Leaders.  They attended the training 

Sept 17-20, 2014 in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Trent Court-Cheryl Reed  Craven Terrace-Sherri Midgett 

New Bern Towers-Molichia Hardy 

New Bern Parks and Recreation will accept toy re-

quest forms for families in need of assistance for 

Christmas. Applications are available at: Stanley 

White or West New Bern Recreation Centers.  For 

additional information, please contact Shelley 

Collins at:  252-639-2912.   

Editor:  Tawanna Smith 



Central Office and Trent Court  

^Mr. Martin Blaney, who is the Director of Operations, has been named as Acting Executive Director. 

^Virginia Stanley, Compliance Specialist  and Diane Richardson, Asst. Property Manager attended a 3 day training about 

Public Housing Occupancy in Wilmington, NC. 

^Trent Court has a 98% occupancy rate.  

^Trent Court Resident Council President, Cheryl Reed received a certification in Capacity Building for Resident Services 

and Resident Leaders   

^Trent Court Resident Council joined with staff to get 50% of the Trent Court residents to complete the Choice Neighbor-

hoods survey. 

^Trent Court resident Evelyn Sparrow is enrolled in the New Bern Citizens Police Academy and will be graduating on  De-

cember 20, 2014. 

Craven Terrace  

^Debra Lewis and Pamela Minor, Assistant Property Managers attended  the training on Public Housing Occupancy in Wil-

mington, NC. 

^Resident Council President, Sherri Midgett received a certification in Capacity Building for Resident Services and Resi-

dent Leaders. 

^Craven Terrace Residents Dee Dee Meadows and Eula LeGrande are enrolled in the New Bern Citizens Police Academy and 

they will be graduating on December 20, 2014. 

^The 21st  Century Community Learning Center (CCLC) After School Youth services is located in the Craven Terrace Com-

munity Center from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 

Maintenance  

^The after hours pager number is 252-727-1247.  Use it only after 5pm Monday-Friday, weekends and holidays  During 

work hours residents should call the main offices.           

(Trent Court )-252-633-0800      (Craven Terrace)-252-633-0540        (New Bern Towers)-252-638-3663 

Ronnie Boskey, Maintenance Supervisor and Dee Dee Meadows, Maintenance Administrator attended a Managing 

Maintenance workshop in New York. 

Choice Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI) 

Woohoo – you did it!  Trent Court CNI resident surveying is complete and together we met the HUD requirement of at least 

50% of households surveyed.   A BIG THANKS to all who took the time to participate!   

Craven Terrace residents, it’s your turn.  Use your voice!  What is your vision for your neighborhood?  What services 

do you need to help make this area a better place to live and raise your family?  How would you improve the neighbor-

hood if you could?    

COME TO THE LAST CRAVEN TERRACE SURVEY PARTY!  Dec. xx from xxxx – xxxx at H-xxx.  There’ll be food, 

drink, and give-aways for completed surveys.  And you can WIN one of two $100 Walmart gift cards – now that’s a 

great early Christmas gift! 

Kudos to your hard-working resident council members who are putting in countless hours to complete this survey 

mission.  What a team effort.    

Want to know more about CNI?  Check out our website at www.ChoiceNewBern.com.   

We’re on Facebook, too, at www.Facebook.com/ChoiceNewBern. 

If you have any questions about CNI, contact Tharesa Lee at 633-0800, ext. 26 or 

Mickey Miller at ext. 30.  



 

*****IMPORTANT NOTICE***** 

 

“One of our biggest problems is clogged toilets.  Our old pipes are not the sewer interstate highways they 

once were.  Things like feminine hygiene products, Q-tips, baby wipes and even paper towels WILL clog 

up your toilet.  This makes a mess for you and a maintenance call for us.  Please be careful about what 

you flush!  We found this article that we’d like to share.” 

TEN THINGS THAT WILL CLOG THE COMMODE 

1.  Toilet paper – Children are prone to use too much toilet paper or create a game involving watching toilet 

paper flush down the drain. 

2. Feminine supplies – Most toilets are simply not able to handle these types of products effectively so it is 

best to put these products into the garbage rather than the toilet.   

3. Paper towels – This type of paper simply does not work like toilet paper in toilets. It does not take long 

for paper towels to cause problems in the workings of Your drain system. 

4. Baby wipes – While some brands of wipes are now created to be flush friendly most of them are not de-

signed to be flushed. Spare your system the problems and keep these wipes in the garbage.  

5. Toys – The swish of a toilet flush is an alluring sight to many young children and many households ex-

perience the loss of a toy to the flush of a toilet.   

6. Human waste – Some toilets work more efficiently than others do and there are times where problems 

occur with touchy or finicky toilets. 

7. Jewelry – Whether as the result of a child playing or an accidental drop from a counter  to jewelry and 

other personal items frequently find their way into the toilet and drains.  

8. Hair products – Much like a child’s toy or parent’s jewelry , hairbrushes, combs and other hair styling 

aids can easily make their way into a toilet and cause significant problems.  

9. Make-up – Make-up items are commonly stored on or near the toilet so it is easy for items to get 

knocked into the toilet.   

10. Cell phones – This is becoming a more and more common item to see fall into toilets  and it of course 

causes owners a great deal of grief.   

While the stories of items found clogging a toilet can be quite humorous the variety of potential items can 

lead to a great deal of confusion. When the source of a clog is unknown a bit of investigative work can go 

a long way to resolving the problem. The more you can determine about the cause of the clog the better 

your chances for successfully fixing the problem. 

************************************************************************** 

 

If any of the items mentioned above are removed 

from your commode by the maintenance there 

will be a charge to your account. 



NEW BERN TOWERS DECEMBER EVENTS 

Banks Life Insurance Information 

Drinks & Refreshments  

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

2:00 pm  in the 1st Floor Social Room 

 

“Skin Care Information” 

Drinks & Refreshments  

By Extensions Living 

Monday, December 8, 2014  

11:00 am in the 1st Floor Social Room 

 

Styles by  

Craven Community College 

Friday, December 12, 2014 

Pick-Up 9:45 am/Front Entrance NBT 

 

“Clean Wheels” 

Wheel Chairs and Walkers only 

Friday, December 12, 2014 

2:00 pm-4:00 pm 

By Resident Dennis Boskey 

 

“Shop Until You Drop” 

Twin Rivers Mall  

Tuesday, December 16, 2014 

Pick-Up 9:45 am/Front Entrance NBT 

 

“The New Bern Towers Annual Christmas” 

Food, Dancing, Gifts & Fun 

Stanley White Recreation   

901 Chapman St. 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm  

Saturday, December 20, 2014 

Pick- Up Time 12:45 pm/Front Entrance NBT 




