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NEW BERN HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 

New Bern, North Carolina 

Housing People, Changing Lives 

Black Inventors—A Rich Heritage 
 In the month of May we are pleased to present 

and introduce you to Dr. Shirley Jackson, a  modern-

day African-American inventor. 

AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN MOMENT 

DUFFEST 2015 

  

Once again it is time for DUFFEST.  

That’s right…. May 9, 2015, DUFFEST 

is coming to George Street and Kafer 

Park.  This year the festival will feature 

pony rides, entertainment, food trucks, 

and so much more. 

 

See You There! 

 

Put The Memory Back In  

Memorial Day! 
 

On Memorial Day, all Americans 

should think about the sacrifices 

made by military service members, 

their spouses, and their children. In-

stead, many Americans spend it as a 

day off of work having a barbeque or 

watching baseball games.  But Memorial Day should 

be dedicated to honor the soldiers' ultimate sacrifice 

and reflect on how great a price they have paid.   

  

 Our communities are vital to the City of New 

Bern, North Carolina, politically, socially, and eco-

nomically. And all tenants share the responsibility of 

teaching the next generations about our past so to 

equip them for the future.  Accordingly, as a com-

munity let us put down the barbecue tongs and turn 

off the TVs for a few moments to at least think about 

those who have sacrificed their lives for America to 

be FREE. 
 

Martin Blaney, 

Executive Director 

BORN: Washington, DC 

INVENTION:  Portable Fax, 
Touch Tone Telephone, Solar 

Cell, and The Fiber Optic  

Cables. 

 

 Dr. Shirley Jackson, a theoretical physicist and 

famous black inventor, has been credited with making 

many advances in science. She first developed an in-

terest in science and mathematics during her child-
(Continued on page 4) 
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Mom…. We Salute You 

 

The founder of Mother's 

Day, Anna Jarvis, was born 

in 1864. She witnessed the 

aftermath of the Civil War 

from her mother, Anna 

Maria Reeves Jarvis, who spent the war organizing 

women to nurse wounded soldiers from North and 

South, and generally attempted to hold her border 

state community together.  In addition, after the war, 

Anna Maria Reeves Jarvis, started "Mothers' 

Friendship Days" to reconcile families divided by the 

conflict.  

 

 Anna Maria’s death in 1905 devastated her 

daughter, Anna Jarvis. Two years later she got an 

idea to form a holiday to remember her mother, and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Swimming Lessons….What a SPLASH! 

 Many thanks to the YMCA staff, volunteers, NBHA, and Parks and Recreation, for making it pos-

sible for over thirty children from Trent Court and Craven Terrace to make a splash.   

 Bathing suits, swimming caps, goggles, etc, were provided and the children had a wonderful time 

learning water safety tips and a few even learned how to swim.  Don’t take my word for it….the pictures 

speak for themselves. 

 

  

A Craven Terrace Honor Roll Student 

 

Congratulations to Nisan Kirkland 

who is an Honor Roll Student.   

Nisan is a Craven Terrace resident 

and an 8th grade student at  

Grover C. Fields Middle School.   

She is the daughter of  Ms. Danielle Kirkland and 

the Granddaughter of Ms. May Bryant who are 

very proud of her accomplishments.   

 

You Go Girl! 

Tell Us Your Story 

 Do you have good news or information you 

would like to share with your neighbors? Is there some-

one you’d like to brag on publicly? Someone you would 

like to thank? A favorite recipe you would like to 

share? A great photo everyone should see?  

 

 Community Connection is 

YOUR newsletter, and we want to publish YOUR con-

tent. Please drop off your submissions to Trent Court or 

Craven Terrace Office.   

 

 Community Connection welcomes all submis-

sions that are positive, uplifting, and of interest to the 

Housing Authority community at large. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Rent Due 2 

3 4 Trent’s  

Resident Meeting 

5 6 7 8 Late Fee 9 

10 

Mother’s Day 

11 12 13 14 15 

NBT Meeting 

16 

17 18  

Board Meeting 

19 20  

Meter Reading 

21Craven’s  

Resident 

Meeting 

22   

Legal Action 

23 

24 25 

 

NBHA Closed 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 

 

      

May 2015 

 

 5/1—Rent Due 

 5/4—Trent Court Council Meeting 

 5/8—Late Fee Applied 

 5/10—Mother’s Day 

 5/15—NBT Council Meeting 

 5/18—Board Meeting 

 5/20—Meter Reading 

 5/21—Craven Terrace Council Meeting 

 5/22—Last day to pay before Legal Action  

 5/25—Memorial Day (NBHA Closed) 

This Month….. 
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Visit us on line @ www.newbernha.com /www.facebook.com/new-bern-housing-authority 

New Bern Police Department  

PAL Basketball Summer League 

 

 NBPD Basketball Summer League be-

gins June 15—August 20, 2015, Monday—

Thursday.  League age groups are 12 and under, 

15 and under, and 18 and under, and adults. 

 Registration began on March 20, 2015, 

and will end May 15, 2015 at the Stanley White 

Recreation Center. The cost is $15.00. 

 For more information visit the Craven 

Terrace or Trent Court Rental offices. 

 
 

hood and conducted experiments and studies, 

such as those on the eating habits of honey-

bees. She followed this interest to the Massa-

chusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) where 

she received a bachelors, masters, and doctoral 

degree, all in the field of physics. In doing so 

she became the first African-American woman to 

acquire a Ph.D. from MIT. 

 Dr. Jackson started to conduct successful 

experiments in theoretical physics and then 

started to use her knowledge in physics to start 

making advances in telecommunications while 

working at Bell Laboratories. These inventions 

include developments in the portable fax, touch 

tone telephone, solar cell, and the fiber optic 

cables used to provide clarity in overseas tele-

phone calls. She has also helped make possible 

Caller ID and Call Waiting. 

Thank you Dr. Shirley Jackson! 

Black Inventors—A Rich Heritage 
(Continued from page 1) 

all mothers, whom she felt could never be thanked enough. It was her idea 

to place Mother’s Day near Memorial Day in recognition of women’s 

contribution in wartime, (i.e. sending their sons and husbands to fight, 

caring for the wounded, maintaining households alone, encouraging 

peace and reconciliation, etc.) In essence, Memorial Day honors the sac-

rifices of men and Mother's Day honors the sacrifices of 

women…..Interesting right? 

 

 In a resolution passed May 8, 1914, the U.S. Congress established the second 

Sunday in May as Mother's Day. Congress specified that on that day American flags 

should be flown outside homes and government buildings “as a public expression of 

our love and reverence for the mothers of our communities and our country.”   

 

 This year, let’s remember our mothers’, with praise and worship, and remember, 

no gift to your mother can ever equal to her gift to you….LIFE! 

Mom…. We Salute You 

(Continued from page 1) 
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