CHOICE NEIGHBORHOODS PLANNING GRANT
Trent Court/Craven Terrace/Greater Five Points Neighborhood
Housing Development Task Force
Wednesday, May 27 at 3:00 pm at Trent Court
Meeting Minutes
Attendees: Dee Meadows, Antonio Brown, Charles McDaniel, Vernell Bryant, Bill Brennan,
Fern Cotton, Brad Sceviour, Robert Benjamin, Isaiah Daniels, Cassandra Newman, Mary
Anna Newman, Cheryl Reed, Carrie Courman, Pam Woods, Dorian Daniels, Robert
Johnson, Pete Monte, Ron Cox, Tracey Duncan, Paula Dickson, Eula LaGrande, Tim
Jedrey, Jeff Ruggieri, Martin Blaney, Elijah Brown, Tyechia Buck, Lynn Mendes, Stephanie
Crosby, Kevin Robinson, Sherri Midgett, Barbara Sampson, Alana Gentry, Seana Spicer,
Vana Prewitt, Josh Willey, Mickey Miller, Kathy Adolph, Cynthia Dixon (11 PH residents, 8
grant community residents, 19 other).
Handouts:

Agenda, Minutes

1. Welcome & Introductions. Kathy Adolph welcomed everyone and noted there were
quite a few new attendees. The group was given several minutes to mingle and introduce
themselves to anyone they didn’t know. Six teams were formed.
2. Review minutes from last meeting. No questions about the minutes.
3. Discuss Housing Concepts. Kathy Adolph led the group through a series of slides
(attached) covering the following. The goal was to go through all the slides one time quickly
without questions for big picture awareness, then go through them again in more detail and
allow questions.
 CNI legal requirements – what does the HUD CNI program require?
 CNI redevelopment overview – principles of redevelopment, preparing for
redevelopment, redevelopment timeline.
 Possible Trent Court housing concepts – on-site, off-site, phasing, and long-term.
These concepts incorporate the priorities, feedback, and changes made by the task
force during the last meeting.
4. Questions and discussion.
 The question was raised as to why the Housing Task Force is only focusing on
redevelopment approaches for Trent Court. It was explained that a decision from
HUD is still pending for Craven Terrace renovations under RAD. If RAD is approved,
there will be no opportunity for other redevelopment for at least 15 years while
Craven Terrace is privately owned and managed. If RAD is not approved, we will
proceed with an in-depth discussion of Craven Terrace redevelopment options like
we are currently doing. We will, however, also be discussing neighborhood housing
issues at future Housing Task Force meetings.



Relocation options – how do tenants indicate their preferences and how are they
assisted? CNI requires a detailed relocation plan with counseling for each tenant to
go through their housing relocation options, right of first return, and how relocation
costs are paid for temporary and permanent relocation.



Vouchers – many many questions and concerns were raised about Section 8
vouchers and particularly how and whether they work here in New Bern. Questions
included how many vouchers are currently out that can’t be filled, how utilities are
handled, what happens if rent goes up after someone relocates under a voucher,
what happens if someone can’t find housing under a voucher, what happens if they
can’t afford utilities after moving with a voucher, how long a voucher lasts, how
voucher portability works, how inspections are handled, and how continued eligibility
is addressed after the first move. It is clear that we need an entire session from
Twin Rivers just on how the Section 8 voucher program works!



How does the CNI requirement of one-for-one replacement work if one of the options
we showed was to build fewer than the current 218 units at Trent Court? It was
explained that CNI allows for project-based vouchers to replace hard units, but that is
up to the community to determine and tenants have the choice whether to take a
voucher. Tenants will work with a relocation counselor in making that election.

5. Choice Community Day. Choice Community Day is next week on June 4, 4-7 pm at
Stanley White. This is important tool for bringing the CNI work to the greater community for
their feedback and validation. A show of hands indicated who would be attending. Several
members said they would man the Housing TF table.
6. Next Meeting.

Wednesday, June 24, 3-5 pm at Trent Court
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